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should  be  so  seems  opposed  both 
to  child  nature  and  to  all  human 
experience  ;  and  jet  that  it  was  00 
admitted  of  no  denial  The  child¬ 
ren  actually  went  to  school  with¬ 
out  being  dragged  there.!  Yet  the 
reason  of  this  was  not  far  to  seek: 
The  staple  fact  was,  that  thsy 
were  happier  and  more  amoved 
and  better  contented  at  'school 
than^thqfie.  The  drudgery  of 
the  impossible  primer  no  longer 
made  infant  lffe  miserable.  The 
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spell  their  Of  n  language  very  per¬ 
fectly, nor  read  »ud  write  it  with 
that  "ease  and  elegance  which  is 
desirable.’’  The  fact  was  that  the 
examination*  had  shown  that  in 
far  too  man*  eases  they  could 
neither  read  nor  write  at  all.  To 
the  majority  of  the  committee  the 
reason  of  this  state  of  things  was 
apparent  The  school  system  had 
fallen  into  a  rut.  A  great  multi¬ 
plicity  of  studies  had  in  one  way 
and  another  been  introduced,  ana 
each  was  taught  by  itself.  The 
ever-present  object  in  the  teacher’s 
mind  was  to  pass  a  creditable  ex¬ 
amination  ;  sod,  to  insure  this,  he 
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nothing.  It  was,  in  a  word,  all 
smatter,  veneering  and  cram. 

The  essdnoe  of  the  new  system 
was  that  there  was  no  system  abont 
it ; — it  was  marked  throughout  by 
intense  individuality.  The  pro¬ 
gramme  found  no  place  ahy  where 
id  It ;  on  the  contrary,  the  last  new 
theory,  so  curiously  amplified  in 
some  of  our  larger  cities,  that  vast 
□umbers  of  children  should  be 
taught  as  trains  on  railroads  are 
rui\  on  a  time-table  principle, — 
that  they  are  here  now,  that  they 
will  be  at  such  another  point  to¬ 
morrow,  and  at  their  terminus  at 
such  a  date ;  while  a  general  su¬ 
perintendent  sits  in  his  central  of¬ 
fice  and  pricks  ot£each  step  in  the 
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jarriUty  fire*  of  i4iarh--.  nil  all  who 
IB  naw  tuv-ntloue  and  rat-«jt*  are 
1  fora  oopy  of  ogr  "Uuide  forobialu- 
vlilcli  la  aeut  free  »o  auy  add  reaa.  and 
lete  InatrneUone  bow  to  i>btatu  Pa- 
er  raluabli  matter.  During  tb*  past 
iare  afeteiued  nearly  three  tlimtaaud 
lerleen  and  foreign  iav..*i„r,,  and 
factory  reference*  la  aim  oat  every 


Prof.  Wd  A.  »«*e 
veralty,  teasber  a 
Newark.  30  yeara' 


JOSEPH  B.  HARVEY, 

Tin,  Sheet  Iron  &  Copper  Worker, 

Roofing,  Leaders  and  Tin  Ware. 


A.  STAMM, 


Z  AT  THE  OLD  8TAND,  J 

<  Vo.  887  Broad  St.,  Newark,  2 

^  Near. the  City  Hall.  ^ 

HMy  Sterling  Silver  &  Plated  Warej 

Q  being  prod  need  only  at  887  Broad  et.eud  «_ 

i  d  No  Ware  of  Iffy  Make  Whatever  j 

!  £  can  be  b^.igkt  oaWtde  ef  mi  Dyaod  atreet.  > 
^  Bada«  located  tar  «•*  man?  yeara  aod  auil  lo  a< 
||  rmte.1  owi.t  at  «g7  Brsed  •*..  a  few  door*  be- 
S  j  rw  William  at.  . 

n  lam o-  t  coaoecaed  la  say  way  with  any  GO 
O  piece  ootetdwoi  £ 

o  887  Broad  Street,  J 

•  NRWABR.  *. ».  * 

SBENJA1CIN  J.  MATO,® 

ESTABLISHED  IMS.  f- 


Klndllng  and  Cord  Wood. 

esaaoadi  Heed  Weed.  pwwfO.  $7  SA 


C  LOUIS  BAQAER  k  CO.. 
Mtrb  ofPaaeute  and  Afttnrweys  ai 
La  Ur  dt  Bull  <iug.  Wapbiugto*.  Ii 


NEWARK  SAYIN88  INSTITUTION. 

SO*  BROAD  ST. 

CORNER  MRcaAsIc  8T. 

DepoatU  Made  on  or  before  Brat.  1878 

drew  Inu>r«*«l  |r»«  that  date,  aod  bV  ord^  of  till 
Chancellor.  a|e  laveeted  in  bonds  <?f  this  city  oi 
State,  or  of  mg  Unltod  States. 


Stfffiatg  tut  U»< 
(ltd  MWdHi  •  I 
i  *W«  f  1W  rf  1 1 
lo*uUal  11  I; 
UtinifLl  flV.H 


advance  of  the  w^ole  line  on  a 
chart  before  hiip,-*— this  whole 
theory  was  emphatically  dismissed. 
In  the  place  of  it  the  tentative 
principle  was  adopted.  Experi¬ 
ments  were  to  be  cautiously  tried 
and  results  from  time  to  time  noted. 
The  revolution,  however  was  all- 
pr evading.  Nothing  escaped  its 
influence  ;  it  began  with  the  alpha¬ 
bet  and  extendi  into  the  last  ef¬ 
fort  of  the  grammar  school  coarse. 

The  most  noticeable  ^change, 
however,  and  that  which  lias  ex¬ 
cited  the  most  general  interest  was 
at  the  venr  beginning— in  the  pri¬ 
maries.  The  old  “dame  school” 
disappeared  at  onoe.  In  place  of 
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hieroglyphics  by  mere  force  of 
over-laying,  as  it  were, — instead  of 
^Ihia  time-honored  machine-process, 
young  women,  full  of  life  and  ner-  , 
vous  energy,  found  themselves  sur¬ 
rounded  at  the  blackboard  with 
groups  of  little  ones  who  were 
learning  how  to  read  almost  with¬ 
out  knowing  it ; — learning  how  to 
refd,  in  a  word,  exactly  as  they 
had  before  learned  how  to  speak, 
not  by  rule  and  rote  and  by  piece-  i 
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A  NEW  DEPARTURE  IN*  COM 
MON  SCHOOL  EPUCATjdNj 

{From  a  pap**  by  Chat.  Fraud,  a  Jam*.  J».  eeo- 
cwtal^g  mAooIi  of  QalecT.  >*•••. j  j*  , 

The  more  than  local  int#rsdt 
which  ^iVs  of  late  been  evinced  in 
•certain  changes  and,  »°  to  vpeak, 
t-xperlwents,  which  dilring  tbC;Jast 
four  year*  have  been  made  in  the 
common-school  couise  inthpthwh 
of  Quipcy,  would  seem  at  tkveflme 
to  justify  a  more  particular  sfcste- 
.  ment  in  regard  to  them.  They 
are  not  without  a  general  value,  as 
the  condition  ot  affairs  which  pre¬ 
ceded  and  led  to  them  was  bV;  no 
means  peculiar  to  Quincy,  and  the 
results  reached  there,  if  of  value 
are  easilv  attainable  anywhejo,  It 
mav  perhaps  be  best  to  coijci^cly 
state  the  oDject  of  these  changes 
and  experiments  in  the  first  plate': 
r'  — it  was  to  secure,  if-  possible,  n 
thoroughly  good  common-hcbool 
education  at  a  not  unreaspnAble 
cost.  Tho  two  points  of  excvllejioe 


parts  of  speech  with  great  facility, 
repeating  correctly  and  with  read¬ 
iness  the  rules  of  grammar  appli¬ 
cable  In  each  case  ;  yet  when 
called  upon  to  write  an  ordinary 
*  they  were  utterly  unable  fo 
the  rule*  and  principles  they 
o  painfully  learned,  or  to  poing 
form  single  sentences,  or  to  follow 
any  rule  of  composition.  So,  also, 
aa  respects  reading.  Rote  reading, 
no  to  speak,  that  is,  the  practised 
—  ding  of  certain  familiar  pieces 
given  Readers,  had  been 
brought  to  a  point  of  very  consid- 
erabis  perfection.  If  the 
s&tion  was  not  carried  too  far, 
die  classes  could  be  shown  off  to 
great  advantage.  Where  the 
Severer  test  of  sight-reading,  that 
is  the  reading  of  an  ordinary  book 
which  the  scholar  had  never  seen 
before  it  was  put  by  the  examiner 
into  his  hands— when  this  test  was 
applied,  the  result  was  simply  be¬ 
wildering.  The  greater  part  of  the 
scholars  could  merely  stammer  and 
bungle  along,  much  as  a  better  ed¬ 
ucated  person  does  when  readir~ 
a  book  in  some  language  wi 
which  be  is  only  imperfectly  sc- 
quainted.  Is  other  words,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  as  the  result  of  eight  years* 
school-teaching,  that  the  children 
as  a  whole,  could  neither  write 
with  facility  nor  read  fluently. 

Brouf^t  face  to  face  with  such 
s  condition  of  affairs  as  this,  the 
committee  certainly  were  not  guil¬ 
ty  of  a  too  Strong  use  of  terms 
when  they  said  in  the  extract  from 
their  report  of  1873  which  has  been 
quoted,  that  the  pupils  of  the 
schools  could  ^either  speak  nor 


»Dd  economy  were  to  be  kept  clear-  unconsciously  turned  his  scholars 
lv  in  view,  and  neither  wa^  to  be  1  into  parrots,  And  made  a  meaning- 
subordinated  to  the  other.  |  less  farce  of  education.  Certain 

la 

annual  report  on  the  conaiuoiv  oi 
its  schools  in  1873,  the  Qufocy 
committee  took  occasion  to  n^for 


Jb  presenting  to  the  town  t£eir,  motions  had  to  be  gone  through 
inual  report  on  the  condition  of  with  ;  for  real  results  he  cared 


to  the  state  of  what  they  termed 
‘immobility"  at  which 


all  tv  -- 

schools  had  then  arrived.  They 
us^d  the  following  language ; 

A  retrospect  of  ten  yeavs  dwill 
disoove^  no  very  remarkable  re¬ 
sults.  Ten  yeara  ago,  so  fao  as  we 
remember,  the  children  Jpad 
and  wrote  and  spelled  abqut ,  as 
well  as  they  do  to-day  ;  and  %he 
fundamental  rules  of  aritheraHtk 
were  as  thoroughly  taught  as 
*  now.  And  at  present,  as  in  *the 
past,  most  of  the  pupils  who» 
finished  the  grammar  courseg$€|th~ 
er  speak  nor  spell  their  owr  lan¬ 
guage  very  penectly,  nor  read  A®d 
write  it  with  that  eleganfee  which 
is  desirable.  This  immefofoty 
seems  to  show-  that  a  point  Xiaa 
been  reEiched  which  is  near  the 
natural  term  of  such  force  aa  our 
present  system  of  schooling  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  exert.  < 

In  stating  their  conclusdanf  in 
this  wav  the  committee  cerfafoly 
used  the  mildest  possible  language 
which  the  circumstances  permit¬ 
ted.  The  Quincy  schools  at  jlhat 
time  were  neither  better  nor  'wpra 
than  those  of  the  surrounAing 
towns;  they  were,  indeed,  fjririj  to 
]>e  classed  among  those  Of 'the 
higher,  order,  such  as  are  uenally 
looked  for  in  the  more  popqjlous 
and  well-to-do  communities  iff  the 
Immediate  vicinity  of  Boston.)  As 
iuch  they  had  gone  along  yeat  af¬ 
ter  year,  and  stood  not  unsuccess¬ 
fully  the  test  of  the  formal  qouftnit- 
tee  examinaticals  to  which  they 
were  annually  subjected.  Those 
examinations  werei  4  study  loir  the 
humorist.  A  day  was  pubjk^y 
signed  for  each  school,  and  on  that 
day  the  children  were  present 
their  best  clothes  ;  the  beflehos 
wore  crowded,,  and  a  to leruibl|  rep¬ 
resentation  of  parents  and  1  friends 
occupied  the  vacant  spacef  *of  the 
room.  The  oommittee  sat  .upon 
the  platform  itt  dignified  sifonae, 
and  the  teacher  conducted  ex¬ 
ercises  over  safe  and  fefliiliar 
ground  to  a  friomphant  conclusion 
Sn  some  peculiarly  unnatural  bit  of 
ichiklish  declamation.  Thea  the 
chairman  and  other  members  of 
Ike  committee  were  asked  to  -grat¬ 
ify  the  children  with  a  few  f  emarka. 
Which  it  is  unnecessary  to  u*f  were 
always  of  a  highly  commendatory 
character.  The  whole  thing  was 
a  sham.  After  it  was  over  the 
,  pommittee  knew  nothing  *more 
about  the  ashool  than  they  jc8d  be¬ 
fore  it  fcrngan  ;  *aJ,  as  for TUsts, 
if  ore  were  none.  ‘  * 

In  1873,  however,  a  ohai 
troduoed.  The  exi 
Lsumed  a  wholly  new 
‘al  branch  of  stoi 
I  to  each  membef 
,  and,  during  the 
chool  were 
the  hands  qf  the  m- 
he  result  was,  deplor- 
fowls  went  to  pii 
hings,  for  ' 
tho 
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